Appendix: Note XVI.               487
It is much to be regretted that professional critics and popular writers should have so generally gone to Mr Herbert Spencer's chapter on "The Persistence of Force" for enlightenment as to the subject of which it treats, although probably in no other eight consecutive pages in the English language are there so many physical and metaphysical errors combined. Many of these persons, not having had their senses educated by appropriate scientific instruction to discern between good and evil in such matters, have been under the delusion that in perusing the chapter indicated they were refreshing themselves with water drawn from the fountain of pure truth, when they were really intoxicating themselves with " the wine of the Borgias." The dreadful consequences which have sometimes resulted from this mistake may be seen exemplified in the case of " Physicus."
A number of Mr Spencer's errors regarding force are well refuted by Professor Birks in his ' Modern Physical Fatalism,'pp. 159-196.
On the nature and relationship of matter and force the three following works are important: Harms, ' Philo-sophische Einleitung in die Encyklopaedie der Physik;' Huber, ' Die Forschung nach der Materie;' and Dauriac, * Des Notions de matiere et de force dans les sciences de la nature.*